
FROM THE MANUAL OF DISCIPLINE

Everyone who wishes to join the community must pledge himself to respect God and
man; to live according to the communal rule; to seek God [   ]; to do what is good and upright in
His sight, in accordance with what He has commanded through Moses and through His servants
the prophets; to love all that He has chosen and hate all that He has rejected; to keep far from all
evil and to cling to all good works; to act truthfully and righteously and justly on earth and to
walk no more in the stubbornness of a guilty heart and of lustful eyes, doing all manner of evil; to
bring into a bond of mutual love all who have declared their willingness to carry out the statutes
of God; to join the formal community of God; to walk blamelessly before Him in conformity
with all that has been revealed as relevant to the several periods during which they are to bear
witness; to love all the children of light, each according to his stake in the formal community of
God; and to hate all the children of darkness, each according to the measure of his guilt, which
God will ultimately requite.

God created man to rule the world, and appointed for him two spirits after whose
direction he was to walk until the final Inquisition.  They are the spirits of truth and of perversity.

The origin of truth lies in the Fountain of Light, and that of perversity in the Wellspring
of Darkness.  All who practice righteousness are under the domination of the Prince of Lights,
and walk in ways of light; whereas all who practice perversity are under the domination of the
Angel of Darkness and walk in the ways of darkness.  Through the Angel of Darkness, however,
even those who practice righteousness are made liable to error.  All their sin and their iniquities,
all their guilt and their deeds of transgression are the result of his domination; and this, by God's
inscrutable design, will continue until the time appointed by Him.  Moreover, all men's
afflictions and all their moments of tribulation are due to this being's malevolent sway.  All of the
spirits that attend upon him are bent on causing the sons of light to stumble.  Howbeit, the God of
Israel and the Angel of His truth are always there to help the sons of light.  It is God that created
these spirits of light and darkness and make them the basis of every thought, the (instigators) of
every deed, and the directors of every act.  The one He loves to all eternity, and is ever pleased
with its deeds; but any association with the other He abhors, and He hates all its ways to the end
of time. 
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