
THE SYNOPTIC PROBLEM

Mark 4.30-32
And he said, "With what can we
compare the kingdom of God, or
what parable shall we use for it?  It is
like a grain of mustard seed, which,
when sown upon the ground, is the
smallest of all the seeds on earth; yet
when it is sown it grows up and
becomes the greatest of all shrubs,
and puts forth large branches, so that
the birds of the air can make nests in
its shade."

Mark 8.27-31
Now in Caesarea . . . .  And he asked
them, "But who do you say that I
am?"  Peter answered him, "You are
the Christ."  And he charged them to
tell no one about him.  And he began
to teach them that the Son of man
must suffer many things, and be
rejected . . . and be killed, and after
three days rise again.

Matthew 13.31-32
Another parable he put before them,
saying, "The kingdom of heaven is
like a grain of mustard seed which a
man took and sowed in his field; it is
the smallest of all seeds, but when it
has grown it is the greatest of shrubs
and becomes a tree, so that the birds
of the air come and make nests in its
branches."

Matthew 16.13-21
Now in Caesarea . . . .   He said to
them, "But who do you say that I
am?"  Simon Peter replied, "You are
the Christ, the Son of the living
God."  And Jesus answered him,
"Blessed are you . . . for you are
Peter, and on this rock I will build
my church . . . .  Then he strictly
charged the disciples to tell no one
that he was the Christ.  From that
time Jesus began to show his
disciples that he must go to
Jerusalem and suffer many things . . .
and be killed, and on the third day be
raised.

Luke 13.18-19
He said therefore, "What is the
kingdom of God like" and to what
shall I compare it?  It is like a grain of
mustard seed which a man took and
sowed in his garden; and it grew and
became a tree, and the birds of the air
made nests in its branches."

Luke 9.18-23
Now it happened that as he was
praying alone the disciples were with
him . . . .  And he said to them, "But
who do you say that I am?"  And
Peter answered, "The Christ of God." 
But he charged and commanded them
to tell this to no one, saying, "The Son
of man must suffer many things . . .
and be killed, and on the third day be
raised.” And he said to them, “If any
man would come after me, let him
deny himself and take up his cross
daily and follow me."


